" Kfar Menahem.
It was horrify-

: ing to see the
trange four- -legged creature. It
rarked and barked, and scared
he animals. The rabbits and a
raby deer died of fright; and a
vallaby threw her baby out:of
ter pouch before also dying
f fright. The park was a sad
lace,

A. is a disadvantaged 15-
ear-old who cared for those
ibbits. He fed them each day
nd loved them. He was quite

park at Kibbutz

sad; even though lus iiends

we'lt manage to get some

" more rabbits from somewhere.
.. But'we will have to wait

another year for the deer to
give us a new fawn: By then;
we hope we'll have a new gate
and be able to keep unfriendly
dogs out of our park.

We are the non-profit organi-
zation Wing of Love, which is
responsible for the 30-dunam
park. We hired the whole zoo in
order to conserve the animals
within as well as rehabilitate
disadvantaged at-risk youths.
The youths care for the animals;
under the supervision and guid-
ance of our professional staff,
and in this way they gain life

~ baby wallaby

= just beginning

“velvety fur. It
" weighs less

._ ing its mother.

skills and responsibility.
:l:cimforted him, He hopes that »

“We decided not to give A.
respansfblhty '
for the skinny .

that is only

to grow some

than two kilo-
grams, and we
are still not
sure if it will
survive the
trauma of los-

Netta Levy,

the animal carer who stper-
vises A.'s work with the ani-
mals in the park, has never

had to raise a joey before, =
even though she has worked
: there for many
years. She
immediately
made him a
soft pouch out
- of an old cloth
shoulder bag
padded with
an infant’s. .

Matema vege-
tarian milk formula; squeezing
small amounts into his mouth
every three to four hours, and

allows him to jump out of the
pouch every now and then to
stretch his legs.

Unlike the intruder that
harmed the mother wallaby,
Netta's dog — a thongrel
Labrador - cares gently for the
baby macropod. She licks him

- lovingly, as she would her

own pups, including in the
genital area to help him to
urinate - a job that Netta
would otherwise have had to
do after each feed, with a
damp tissue.

Netta was wary of giving the
baby too much attention.
Would the wallaby become
attached to her and refuse to
go back to its enclosure in the
park? Would he be rejected by
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“unusual pet,”

the other wallabies; the
“mob” in the park? . ©
" “Just let the animal free
and it will die a natural
death,” one person advised
her. “Hand-raise it and you’ll
have to give it away or sell it
to sorneone who wants an
another person

volunteered.

But our jobris conservation
and we have to keep our youth
in mind too. What lessons
would they learn from this
tragedy? Is there not a way, we
wondered, to raise him and
return him to our little group of

: macrdpnds?

‘ We scanned the Internet for
advice. “Castrate him or he'll
1] aggresswe ” said the

- wallabies in Israel?? Wowl”
- came 4 reply from Jenny at a

Under ‘with expe-

site warns: “A tame buck is as
dangerous and unreliable as a
bull. No matter how gentle

for him, oy v_\rouid he feel? I'
also don’t know how the

‘wallaby. park on the ather other males would treat '

side of the globe.: : . he has'been, one day he will  him.”
“How did you come to have . treat you or your children as How would our boys feel
‘wallabies in the wildlife park?” - a mate or rival, and either * __about our having him cas-

trated, T wonder, We would:
have to do some explaining.

asked Susie, my'second penpal
from Oz. She hand-raises aban-

can be egtially traumatic,”
Jenny added ‘that as 4. male

doned ]oeysrand : _Wallaﬁy reach-
then returns . - ¢s breeding
them to natm:e. age, it.does -
“Please don't lis~ not want any
other'malés .
around and

| fights whoev:

and toilet him
then leave him

Netta Levy, with the handmade pouch, has never had to raise a joey before. (Courtesy)

SRS v w.jpost.com
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